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Perched high on a hill overlooking Layan Bay in Phuket, sits the final masterpiece
of the late Indonesian design gury, Jaya Ibrahim. Its awner, hotelier William E. Heinacke,
splits his days between his avant-garde island retreat and chairing his business empire
from an executive suite above the hectic streets of Bangkok. Lofty situations aside, the
two settings are worlds apart. William, who spends most weekends at Villa Similan, knew
he had struck gold when he first encountered this piece of land. "It was the view that
struck me," he explains. *| can spend the whole afternoon in my living room - it is both
therapeutic and inspiring.*

As the chairman and CEO of Minor International, which counts 150 hetels and resorts
within its portfolio, it’s unsurprising that William harbours extravagant tastes. It was this
appreciation of the finer things in life that led him to famed resort designer, Jaya, who
was tasked with conceiving the 38,000-sq-ft, eight-bedroom tropical home. Himself the
embodiment of refinement, as the son of a Sumatran diplomat and Javanese princess, Jaya
brought to the world spaces that drew from the beauty of their destinations. To make the
most of the site’s immaculate vistas, William's brief to Jaya and his team was to ensure the
lush jungle and ocean panoramas took centre stage. The designers worked to reveal the
site's beauty, releasing its divine views in an open-plan design and light natural colours.
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“I CAN SPEND THE WHOLE AFTERNOON IN MY LIVING
ROOM - I'T'IS BOTH THERAPEUTIC AND INSPIRING”

i hl M”“WHN“““"H”

=l u,«.

Il

Nl

W }Wv

B

i

r"“v

1 =

sl
——y s “
e
3 ' ‘
A

E e

e n..‘g_é i 1

. 7: > 1

. S | o

i -l
. h’

R

1



-
<
=
&
2
[=}
=
w
=
=}
ES




-

.\\\ \ SUNLIT SANCTUARY

Jterials and traditiona

SNNNNNNNSSN NNV L s

ANANANNNNUNRNNINSRRR RN Iy

AAURNRNARR A

1

Hll




30T [
[ [{LL L
o b L
<|'!il!~.'

INVIGORATE THE SENSES

and Kat

25 | HOME JOURNAL | DECEMBER 2017




Jaya's signature touches add points of intrigue ~ from the intricately carved wooden claw-
foot beds and lattice-decked ceilings to the antique Burmese teak door that marks the
residence’s entryway.

While Phuket is no stranger to luxurious villas, the challenge William established for this
project was to supercede the levels of splendour in this already mature holiday destination
Lines are sleek, and the rooftops are flat - all the better to maximise the views, keeping them
clear and uncbstructed while adding more space to lounge and luxuriate. Set at the highest
point permitted for residential construction in Phuket, the indoor-autdoor design concept is
an artful answer to the island's building regulations, which limit any single rocfed structure
on the upper level from exceeding approximately 90 square metres. The aerial view of the
residences depict stunningly modern villas — freestanding bedrooms and indoor areas flowing
seamlessly with outdoor living space.

Villa Similan was built for relaxation as well as entertaining. The elevated roof terrace
is ideal for sunset cocktail parties has played host to several of William's soirées. A sprawling
3,700-sq-ft deck also encompasses a 72-ft infinity pool, which is tiled in Indonesian sukabumi
stone and features swim jets, massage jets and a submerged glass panel casting skylights
into one of the bedrooms below

William also commissioned other sought-after specialists for select one-of-a-kind spaces
in his residence. Hans Brouwer Design created a spa room that rivals the dream worlds of
Thailand's famed surrealist painters — in the massage room, light dapples in through small
asymmetrically szed holes in a burnished metal wall, looking altogether like a night sky tuned
vertical. Just steps away is the wet room where a golden-tied bath at its entrance leads to a
blue indescent-lit ice fountain and two decadent experience showers, Bliss

HERKREHEERTR - hEEH =M R0 Jaya lbrahimiT i {51638,0009 648
FERERZE - JayaI X B RBMIERATENNELFE  X4: BREERDORI 0K -
EIEENERENEBTIRER - RTRAPBZE - WillamBlJaya HI HWE R THE L
HHNBREABNELIE - FRABRERMGELCHNBALLHERR | [HaAOE
ARAH-NRE R - HREEE RN - | R AR 2R 5 NE
E2E  PRARANE - BNSKNXAZHNNSERERTER - layaBBNRHTAR
HiRWAARAR | MEAFOAMBEE - #7 X% - SEVHMXME  AZAMTSE -

HERRTEARTHOREERNE  WlamSABEHORBRRARESEAIMIRRTT
TSR RN SR A G 94T © Layan ResidencestRBUBLIUAR BT + FRREMSEAT 6 050 12 10 I TR itk — &
FHMARE  RTLERTE  LANFTEEFASENDM - SIEEEHNSiREERER
HTHREOE - FAPHNRIHRIZSFERBINMN BB S - REF B0
FH - EEET  MEMANHACHDE RUAESAEATHMBSNEZTLMTERS -

Villa SimilanZ 7 38 SO MBF ML « 7 % T XS T & 008 A 850 % & M REK
o Wiliam L RIETAHIT00F HFIRFARGTHEER - EARAT T EATZREN
SR « BUEDESukabumiB M RIS - BEFCLMENETER KESREERE b
RETHEP-MEBREHXE -

E




SEAMLESS AND STYLISH
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Meanwhile, Karl Princic of Intaran Design shaped the landscape architecture, alternating
between subtlety and punctuations of arboreal drama. For example, in a sunken sala area next to
the pool, the view has been purposefully designed to take advantage of the full moon-shaped island
of Koh Kata

William reveals that he and his wife Kathy agreed to only bring objects and accessories to Villa
Similan that they could really envisage existing in the space. Kathy took the reins here, decorating
the villa with pieces from the couple's private collection, many of which were garnered from their
vrorld travels as well as five decades of marital bliss in Thailand. Visitors to the abode will come across
curiosities such as indigencus sculptural pieces from Papua New Guinea and South America, work
by aristocratic art-jewellers Lotus Arts de Vivre and a Zen-expressionist painting by Thailand's famed
artist, Thawan Duchanee, //
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