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I'm In Phuket and I have a guest
coming for dinner. Staff busy
themselves at the barbacue pit as
my butler make sure that the table
settings at the outdoor dining saia
are Just right. I wandered ove
offer some help but, after being asked
about my preference for wine, my
butler shooed away. “Go relax.” she
sald. “Everything’s taken care of.”
Indeed they are. I'm staying at
Layan Restdences by Anantara and
my villa, Komala, consists of five
parate living,

1 haven't seen the butler’s quarters
yet or even checked out the kitchen
downstalrs, but I've ralded the fridges
kie Jars, and made 2 close
study of the totlet amenitles (Ive
made lavish use of the wonderful
cented body lotion).

That can be the problem with
cholce, see - koo many and you really

can't decide. I end up back In the 22m
Infinity pool, enjoying the breeze

and a bottle of the local beer, while
watching fAuf
each other across the brilllantly biue
sky. Life 1s extravagantly g
Layan Residences.

LAND AND SEA

The golden rule about property, or
s0 people In the know say, ation,
locatton, location. If that's the
yardstick, Layan Resldences’ has it -
in spades. These 15 private residenc
are perched on a hill overl
Layan Bay In the serene and e:
north-west part of Phuket, within
the pristine Sirinat Natlonal Park.
1ts only 20 minutes from the Phuket

International Alrport and In easy
reach of the 1sland's bustling southern
beaches, famed for thelr vibrant
nightlife, champlonship golf courses
and fun lelsure attractions.

These resort-style residences
ve through a pristine and lush
canopy of rainforest; here, the
butldings complement, rather than
diminished, their green surroundings.
AlL5 Individually designed villas
are double-storied, ranging in size
from 1,695 to0 3220 sq m, and offer
anything from two to elght bedrooms
each. They all feature two expansive
master bedrooms on the second floor,
where the Infinity pool, outdoor

furury swaits at
Layan Residences
by Anantara.

02 Each residence




dining sala, and separate living and
dining rooms are also located, all
Wwith unobstructed, 180° views of
Layan Bayand, beyond the small,
forested, full moon-shaped island of
Koh Kata at the mouth of the bay, the
beckoning Andaman Sea.

The sweeping verandas,
high cetlings and foor-to-celling
windows emphastse the freely
flowing space and graceful lines,
enhanced by detatls that range from
Intricately carved cetling lattices,
carpet patierns, furniture curves
and colourful hand woven rugs, to
distinctive artefacts and antigues.
Here, the Instinct Is to luxurtate - to
Indulge in a barbecue, lounge by the
pool’s massage Jets, share a meal in
the outdoor dining sale (the sunken
alr-con vents behind the low seats
are a stroke of genlus in this tropical
weather) or, simply, revel In the vistas
before you.

Downstalrs Is more functional,
where additional bedrooms, studles,
media and staff rooms, kitchens, and
additional luxurtes ltke gyms and spas
(avallable only In certaln residences)
are sttuated. The rooftops are flat,
maximising the amount of space that
residents can enjoy. Nothing goes to
waste In Anantara’s efforts to ensure
your comfort here.

MASTERPIECE OF DESIGN
Your Layan Resldences experience
begins when you touch down at
the alrport, where you can enjoy

aseamless VIP journey to your

villa. You will be greeted as you
disembark the plane, escorted
through immigration through the
diplomatic channel, helped with your
baggage claim and customs clearance,
before being whisked to your wating
limousine that will take you directly
to your residence, where you'll be met
by your butler (or butlers, dep 4

panoramic views that welcome you
are, Itterally, breathtaking. Then, as
you venture further, you'll notice
the detalls of the architecture and
the Intricacy of the design and décor,
and begin to appreciate what Is one
of the crowning achievements of
the late Indonestan design guru,
Jaya Ibrahim, for whom Layan

on the size of your party). He or she
will remaln with your throughout
your stay, helping you plan activities
or excursions, and arrange meals, and
genarally see ko your every naed.

‘The first ‘wow’ moment (and
there are many) durtng your ime
at Layan Resldences happens
when you step through the antique
Burmese teak front doors: the

was his last
Sumptuously furnished Uving and
dining rooms flank the entrance that
flows to the Infinity pool hanging over
the edge of the hill, while deck chalrs
and timbered columns punctuate the
long veranda and sun deck.

The two master bedrooms are on
elther side of the residence. Agaln,
space 1s abundant, accentuated by
the dramatic double-helght cellings

04 The 22m infinity
pool iz perched cn
the hillside

05 Arrange for

and floor-to-celling windows -
perfect for enjoying the magnificent
views from the king-sized beds at the
centre of this sanctuary of privacy.

venture out at all. Anything, from spa
and Thal hermit exercises, to poolside
solrées (In my case, 2 barbecue) and
fine dining, can be arranged and held

En-sulte 5 p with
@ tub that Jooks as If 1t's bullt for more
than two, enjoy the same helghts -
the effect this has on the rain shower
1s, I assure you, a life-changing
experience. Premium bath fixtures
are completed by a range of Elemis’
lush amentties.

SIT BACK AND RELAX

After you've settled tnto your reom
(check-ins are done In-villa), the only
thing left for you to do Is decide how
much you actually want to do. The
residences are self-sufficient enough
that there Is no need for you to

In luston of your residence.
‘The kitchens are fully equipped and
there s more than ample space to
hold the most sybarttic of parties. The
fridges in the dining room are amply
stocked with wine - do try those from
Anantara’s own label, made from
grapes harvested in Hua Hin and
exclusive to its resorts around the
world - and spirits of all kinds (tp: the
local small-batch, handerafted Full
Moon beer s perfect for 2 hot day).

Of course, If you feel the need
for a change of scenery, unlike
as that may seem, Just venture
downhill - buggies are avatlable

In each residence’s carport, but do
leave all the driving to your butler
unobstructed

- to Anantara Layan Resort, where views of Layan
you can avatl yourself to the full Bay.
range of its myriad activities. Top
of the list Is, probably, the award-
winning Anantara Spa, which offers
rejuvenating wellness and pampering
in seven luxury treatment rooms. Try
the unique Layan Orchid Signature
Ritual, which begins with a milky
bath laced with fresh purple royal
orchids as you enjoy a private tea
service, followed by a Thal herbal
compress treatment.

While you certainly can have all
your meals in-villa - the panorama
alone from the outdoor dining sala
Is stunning, particular at sunset - its
worthwhile to least make time for

% Floor-to-ceiling
windows sfford
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7 Meals czn
also be had at
the adjoining
Anantara Layan
Resort.

8 Al the
amenities

at Anantara
Layan Resort
are awailzble to

—
00 Tuk reax

dinner at Dee Plee, which serves

the very best of Thal culsine. Start

off with an exotic cocktall at the

bar before taking a cullnary tour of
the kingdom's distinctive reglonal
specialties. The all-day Sala Layan
ison the beachfront, and serves a
predominantly Itallan menu. The
wine collection here is one of the best
in Phuket, and well worth exploring
with the help of Anantars’s wine
gurus. Breeze bar and the attendant
Sunshine butlers, with thelr skewers
of fresh frult and cooling face towels,
make the resort’s pool the perfact
draw for sun

You can also charter the resorts
luxurious 90ft Sunseeker yacht, Mafor
Affatr, for a crulse of Phuket's waters,
and explore its offshore Islands and
secluded beaches. Choose elther day
or overnight crutses, and sall to the
isolated Coral Island, Phi Pht Island
and Its film-famous Maya Bay from
The Beach, the beautiful ecosystem of
the Similan Islands and the dramatic

1f1t's activitles you're after, do
know that Anantara Layan Resort
boasts Its very own Muay Thal
ring. Sign up for lessons with the
professional instructor who'll give
you an Insight Into the history and
technigues of the ‘art of elght imbs’.
Less demanding Is Anantara’s Splce
Spoons experience at Dee Plee,
where you can pick up a few recipes
you'll be able to reproduce at home
eastly. Theres a gamut of watersporis
- from kayaking, canoeing and
surfboarding, to snorkelling,
windsurfing and salling.

spire of James Bond Island
(Khao Phing Kan, which appeared In
007's The Man with the Golden Gun,
see stdebar). Divers will be thrilled by
the Andaman’s underwater treasures
of the colourful snorkelling paradise
of the triplet Khal Islands - Khal Nok,
Khat Nal and Khal Nul are located
10km east of Phuket in the Ao Phang
Nga Natlonal Park.

Land-bound explolts can be

had on the greens of Blue Canyon
Country Club, just 10 minutes from
the resort. Here, on its rolling 720ac,
are two award-winning 18-hole
golf courses that will challenge the

most avid of golfers. Other excellent
courses, Including the much-praised
Red Mountatn Golf Club, are located
a little further away. For non-golfers,
a visit to Phuket City - one of the
oldest In Thatland - is both a cultural
and culinary delight, with Its historic
district, ltned with Sino-Portuguese
manstons that reflect the Island's
colourful past, and That and Chinese
temples, and the bustling and
bountiful markets.

BAREFOOT LUXURY

My last night at Layan Resldences
was capped by a dramatic
thunderstorm that brightened the
hortzon with s flashes of lighting.

1 cocooned myself in my room,
curtains opened, as furtous rain beat
against the windows. The barbecue
dinner earlier was a great success -
the food both deliclous and plentiful,
and the company a distinct pleasure.
Earller in the day, I had my first
Muay Thal lesson, which didn’t go

as planned - convinced I was going
to have a heart attack half way
through, I spent the rest of the time
distracting myself from the aches
‘with a fascinating conversation with
the Instructor. My butler found it
most amusing.

Layan Resldences by Anantara is
everything adream property should
be (while the villas are avallable for
nightly stays, they are also avallable
for purchase) - amazing location,
beautifully designed and splendidly
outfitted. The villas wear thelr
luxury lightly, however, exuding a
cosy homeliness that belles Its plush
accoutrements - It took me no time
atall before I started wandering
around barefoot. What also made
staying there exceptional was the
wonderfully graclous people who help
run the place. Service was Impeccable
In the typical Anantara way, soothing
away all cares with deft touches
that make you feel spectal, a word
that prectsely sums up my time at
Layan Resldences. Another apt word,
considering the number of times 1
went ‘wow’, can only be ‘magical’.
phuket-restdences.anantara.com

GOLDEN TIME
An James Bond

of.

While ail the villz ayan Residences by Anantara are the
epitome of luxury, Villz Similan = aworid apart. The Largest of the
resort’s 15 ultra-opuient residences, the tavish sight-bedroom
wvilla cozes suave sophistication, and comes with Live-in butiers
and on-casil private chef and 5ps therapist. Itz stunning views and
extravagant living guarters, which includes . private spa,
wine room and 2 CC7-2squs ‘man cave complete with lasther
sofaz and an antique carved billiards table, makes Vills Similan
the perfect zatting for the no-expenze-spared Golden Gun
experience.

Inzpired by the James Bond movie, The Man with the Galden

g».x ex parience kicks off in style on-board

kok to Phuket, where guests will be whisked

chauffeur- drw'-n limcusine to Villa Sienilan. There, look forward
to s lxurious cruise around Phang Nge Bay, where The Man with
the Golden Gun was filmed, while enjoying free-Flowing Krug
champagns snd 2 gourmet barbecus prepared by 3 prvate chef,
Look out for James Bond Island [Khao Phing K._'\. which played a
starring role in the movie 2z Scaramangs’s hi

Eack st the villa, tone upwith private \1..:« Thm baxing
lessonz, before taking inviews over the Andaman Seawith 007z
signature dry Martini cocktails [shaken, not stirred, off course)
and heading to the cinema room for a private viewing of James
Bond fims.

Finally, at a wine tazting with Anantara'z wine guru and
specially prepared dinner on the terrace, guests have the once-in-
= opportunty ta handle the fabled Goldan Gun used by the
s o Scaramanga, which famously consisted of
inocuous golde chjects - a cufflink [trigger], gas lighter (bullet
chamber], fountain pen [barrel] and cigarette case (handle].

Gun, thy
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